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finds no Aifficulty in doing this work for
the board.

Yote put and passed.

Vote—Couneil of Industrial Development,
£1,175—agreed to.
Vote—Siate Labour Bureau, £3,421:

Mr. H. W. MANN: I should like to know
from the Minister what steps he intends to
take tor the re-organisation of the bureau,
which is rcally useless as it is to-day.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRY: I
have lots of intentions but 1 ecannot an-
nounce them yet, beeause if 1 start re-or-
ganising this department I do not know
quite wherc it will end. But certainly I
have intentions.

Vote pw and passed.
Vole—DMinister for Police £354,842:

Progres: reported.

House adjourned at 10.29 p.m.
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT tfook the
Chair at 4.30, and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received and
read mnotifying assent to the following
Bills:—

1. High School Act Amendment.
2. Supply (No. 2), £670,000.
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QUESTION—MINING PEBRMITS.

Hon. E. H, HARRIS asked the Minister
for Country Water Supplies: 1, Under
Section 31, Subsection 4, of the Mines Regu-
lation Act, 1908, how many permits have
been issued since the lst January, 1930—(a}
originals, (b} renewals? 2, How many such
permits, or renewal of permits, have been
refused? 3, What permits have been issuned
under this section since the 12th July, 1930¢
4, What are the names of the persons to
whom, and the names of the mines on which
(a) permits have been isaued, (b) renewal
of permits has been refused? 5, What were

the reasons for such refusals? 6, Have any

complaints been lodged regarding the safety
of the mining hoists? 7, Have any sugges-
tions been made as to the desirability of
amending the Act, and/or do the Mines De-
partment ceontemplate amending the Aect?
8, How many permits are in foree?

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES replied: 1, {a) ten;
{b) one. 2, Three. 3, Five. 4, {(a)—
Permits issued sinee 1-1-1930, date expired or

to expire, and mine.

J. AL Smith, 13-9-30—1lorseshoe Mine, Boul-
der.

Zouthcombe, W, A,
South, Fimiston,

18:8-.830—Tmke  View

Gunn,  Richard  Trail, 27-9-30—Eaterprise
G.)., Boulder.

Gunn, Richard John, E£7-9-30—Enterprise
AL, Boulder,

MeKay, John Howat, 3-11-30—Glencairn Ex-

tended, Greenbushes.

De  Paoli, Giacomo, 5-11-30——Great Vietoria
Mine, Burbidge.

Douwglas, Keith Dunbar, 13-2-31—Lake View
Lease, Fimiston,

Gaynor, WWilliam,
G.M,, Fimiston.

Smith, James Albert, 16-3-31—Lake View and
Star (Horseshoe), Vimiston.

Edwards, George, 3-4-31—Claim 932, Green-
bushes.

Roscwarne, Albert Edward,
View G.M., Fimiston.

(b)—

21.2.31—Grent  Boulder

10-4-31—Lake

Permits refused,

CGunn. Riehard Trail, 1-10-30—Enterprise G.M.,
Boulder.

Gunn, Richard John, 1-10-30—Enterprise G.M.,
Boulder

Greenhill, Thomas William, 1.10.30—Entes-
prise G.M., Boulder.

5, It is considered that permits should be
granted only for a limited depth. The
Enterprise shaft is down 400 feet, and in
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such cases it is considered advisable to
have a certificated driver, 6, I do not
know of any. 7, An amendment to Regu-
lation 14 has been suggested by the State
Mining Engineer to define clearly the pur-
poses for which hoists max he used. 8,
Seven.

MOTION—TRAFFIC ACT.

To Disallow Regulation,

Debate resumed from the previens day on
the following motion by Hon. Sir William
Lathlain (Metropolitan-Suburban)—

That the amendment to Regulation No, 230

(a) under the Traflic Aet, 191926, published ~

in the “*Government Gazette'' on the 26th
September, 1930, and Inid on the Table of
the House on the Ist October, 1928, b= and is
hereby disallowed.

THE MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES (Hon. C. ¥. Baxter—
East) [4.37]: This subject is one of great
importance ta the Government and to the
State, and I feel sure that when Sir William
Lathlzin is apprised of all the faets sur-
rounding ti:e amendment of Regulation 230a
he wiil hold a different opinion from that
which he holds at present, and before I
conclude he will acknowledge that the Gov-
eroment hzave been very generous in their
decision of this morning further to amend
the regulation by the addition of a para-
graph to mweet the wishes of the people con-
cerned. In his speech i support of the
amending Traffic Bill Sir William displayed
a masterly grip of a very complex question,
and saw verv vividly the ultimate result if
waste and overlapping of services in the
transport industry were not eliminated.
Never hefore in the history of the State has
the practice of economy been so essential,
and I am sure members arve fully seized
with that neeessity. The tine has arrived
when it becomes the duty of all, irrespective
of party, to strain every sinew in an effort
the bring the financ¢ial position of the State
back to a point where complete confidence
in our abiity to pay onr way will be as-
sured. Individual eonvenience must be sub-
ordinated to the common good, and realis-
ing that 1ruth, the Government have set
themselves the task of stocktaking, which
will reveal any leakages likely to defeat
the desired end-—improved financial condi-
tions.

[COUNCIL.]

In voming to decisions on matters revealed
in the stoektaking, the Govermment have
been guided solely by a desire to imprave
the lot of Lhe people of the State as a whole,
and will not be a party to any act that will
unduly favour one section of the commun-
ity at the expense of another. Perhaps,
in one sense, Sir William’s action in tabling
the motiorn will he productive of good. It
will afford me, as the Government’s repre-
sentative in this House, an opportunity to
present the full facts of the case—an oppor-
tunity that otherwise would not have arisen.
A complaini of Jong standing by the Clare-
mont people was that the tramway serving
the distriet was unsatistactory in its work-
ing, owing to the time taken on the jour-
ney from Claremont to the eity through the
trams having to run via Subiace. To over-
come that complaint the late Government
were approached on more than one occasion
to construel a connecling line from the cor-
ner of Perth-Fremantle Road and Ned-
lands Broadway to Mownt's Bay Road.

Owing to lack of funds, the request was
not granted at the time. In 1925, however,
a comnmittee was appointed to report to the
Government on the matter of tramway ex-
tensions, and in January, 1926, represen-
tatives of the Claremont "Council and the
Claremont Road Board appeared before that
committec and asked for the construetion of
the connecting link of line. If was pointed
out to the representatives of the local gov-
erning hodies that the building of the line
did not cppear to be justified so long as
the ’buses were allowed to pick up passen-
gers along the tram line. It was shown
that the losses occasioned by the ’buses pick-
ing up passengers along the line had turned
it from a profit earning investment into a
loging proposition. In answer to that, the
representatives from each of the hodies con-
cerned made it abundantly elear that if the
connecting line were huilt and an adequate
tram service provided, they would do their
best to cut out the ’bus service.

The counecting line was built at a cest
of approvimately £5,000 and the time of
the journey to Perth was considerably re-
duced. Further, the Government honoured
the obligation to provide an adeguate tram
service by arranging a time-table giving a
15-minute service during the slack periods
of the day, with a 10-minute service at the
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busy times. That provision, I consider, was
guite ample in view of the population served
by the line.

To giva effect to the agreement reached
betweann the tramway extension commitiee
and the loecal governing bodies, the Gov-
ermmen: published an amendment to Regu-
lation 23¢ (a) of the Traffic Act debarring
the ’buses from picking up passengers along
the Claremsont line. Four months later, for
some rescon unknown to the present Gov-
ernment, :L.e amendment was annulled which
meant that the ’buses were once more per-
mitted to pick up passengers there. In con-
sequenice of the losses experienced in work-
ing the tramway, it was found necessary
to rednce the service to its present propor-
tions. That state of affairs continued until
the present Government assamed office, when
the matter was again represented and action
decided wpon. The amended regulation now

before the House was then approved, and ,

the motior affords an opportunity to dis-
close the Government's intention in the mat-
ter when the amendment under discussion
is  further revised and  approved.

If the proposed further amendment to the
regulation be agreed to, the following im-
provements will be effected in the Claremont
tram serviee:—

{a} The prescnt scrvice of 47 trips per day
will be increased to 68 trips.

(b) The average interval between trams
will be 14*% minutes with 10-minnte intervals
at bugy times.

(¢} The time oceupied on the journey will
be reduced.

(4} The present 3d. section from the Weld
Club to the University gates will be extended
to the corner of Perth-Fremanila-road and
Nedlands Broadway.

(¢) The two succeeding penny aections will
he altered to provide a penuy section from
Broudway intersection to Locit-strect and
from Loch-street to the Claremont Council
Chambers.

This shows that the Government have
gone even furiher than their original obli-
gation. They propose to provide not only
an adequate service for the disiriet, but
to make concessions in fares—concessions
for which the people have been asking for
some time. T do not think the Government
could do anything fairer than that. When
the Government submit the proposed addi-
tious to the regulation, it will be found that
the prohibition against the buses taking

[46}
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Fremantle-bound traffic has been relaxed.
Further than that, the Government are not
prepared to go.

Subjeet to the conecession to those proceed-
ing to Fremantle and wishing to patronise
the huses, there can he no valid reason ad-
vanced why the section of line between
Loch-street and Broadway should suffer a
form of penalty which is not imposed on
the remainder of the line from Broadway
to the city. Along the iatter section buses
are prohibited from picking up passengers.
Apart from that aspect of the matter, hon.
members should consider the economic effect
of the duplication of services which now
exists along the route. The Claremont Coun-
cil tervifory is served by the railway, the
tramway and buses. The road hoard aren
has a tram and bus service, and it is the
latter area which will be affected by the
proposed addition to the regulations.
Rightly or wrongly, the Tramway Depart-
ment maintain that the tramway was the
medium of the fillip to the settlement of
the district; and I feel certain if it were
suggested that the tramway serviece be dis-
continued, there would be an unprecedented
chorus of protest. When submitting the
addition to the regulations, the Government
will not be asking for anything that cannot
be justified. The trams are entitled to the
trede, and the Government are going fo
provide travelling facilities adequate for the
restdents, who should realise that losses in
working eannot be allowed to continune. The
local governing bodies are anxious that the
greatest facilities possible shonld be given
to their ratepayers, assuming, no doubt,
that smeh faeilities will be the means of
making the districts more popular and so
adding to their development. The fact must
not be lost sight of, however, that a mul-
tiplicity of transport serviees is not a guar-
antee of prosperity. If through the fall in
prices of staple commodities, or through
wasteful services, the finaneial position of
the State is damaged, a reflex will be found
in the finances of every mnuniecipal council
and road board. The itramway earnings
have fallen off to such an extent that work
has had to be rationed. Should one of the
tram routes, such as the Claremont line,
be closed, the position would be aggravated.
As intimated earlier in my speech, the posi-
tion has altered materially since the sub-
mission of the motion yesterday. This
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morning I discussed the matter witih the
Minister for Works, and subsequently he
licard the views of a representative deputa-
tion of those coneerned when he decided
to amend the regulations so that the amend-
ment to No. 230, as published on the 26ih
September, 1930, will not apply to (d) the
picking up of passengers on the outward
journey from Perth on preseribed Route
No. 8 between Broadway and Loch-sireet.
In due eourse that amendment will be made
and I believe it to be a reasonable arrange-

ment. In the circumstances I think Siv
William Lathlain should withdraw his
motion.

On motion by Hon. J. M. Macfarlane
debate adjourned.

BILL--MATN ROADS.
Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES (Hon. C. F. Baxter
—East) [4.49]:: I move—

That the Bill be now read a third time,

HON. G. W. MILES (North) [450]: I
support the third reading. As I missed the
opportunity of speaking on the second read-
ing, I desire to offer a few remarks now. Tn
my opinion, expenditure on main roads
should bhe c¢urtailed. Roads now in hand
should be completed, and thereafter funds
voted for main road econstruction should,
if possible, he diverted to the assistance of
the man on the land. That is the problem
which the Government have to face. The
whole of the money available should be used
to help the primary producers. I hope the
Minister will make a note of my views.
Whether what I suggest can be brought
about, I do not know. I trust, however,
that there will be no more squandering of
money on main roads as there has been in
the past, especially main roads running
parallel to the railway system. I eongratu-
late the Government on having appointed
one Commissioner to control main roads in
future.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time, and returned to the
Assembly with an amendment.

[COUNCIL.]

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.
Report of Commitiee adopted.

BILL—FDUCATION ACT AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee.

THE MINISTER TFOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES (Hon.C. . Baxter—
East) [4.53]: I move—

That the
adopted.

report of the Committee be

HON. SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
{North) [4.54]: Mr. Deputy President——

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: This is the
report of Committee stage. Does the hon.
member wish to speak?

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENQOM: Yes,
Sir,

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is un-

“ nsual.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: I
am in the habit of deoing unusual things.

The DEPUTY PRESIDEXNT: Is it the
wish of the House that the hon. member
be heard at this stage?

Members: Aye.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENQOM: I
am doubtful whether I should weary the
House with my ideas, which 1 do not think
will be aceeptable. My view is that the Edu-
cation Vote could he reduced hy £200,000
and that the annual University grant of
£30,000 could be done away with. TUnder
present conditions, there is no need for this
expenditure.  The State has seven high
schools already, and there are also five ex-
cellent private high schools. Money spent
on the other high schools is ahsolutely wn-
necessary. I have here a letter zent rouned
by the Roman Catholies, who want Parlia-
ment to grant a special vote for their sehools.
I asked somebody why this was desired, and

-why the Roman Catholies wanted a sperial

vote instead of sending their boyvs to our
high schools. In reply I was told that they
wanted to teach the bhovs a foreign relizion.
I do not know whether that is true or nof.
However, we cannot afford to spend more
money on education. I am glad to have had
the opportunity to make these remarks.

Question put and passed.
Report of Commitiee adopted.
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BILL—PARLIAMENTARY ALLOW-
ANCES AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES {Hon. C. F. Baxter—
Fast) [4.57] in moving the second reading
said: In seeking the approval of the House
to this Bill for the reduction of Parliameni-
ary allowances by £4,245, [ desire to ex-
plain that that amouant, together with the
salaries tax of £100,000—if Parliament
agrees to that proposal—will mean reduced
expenditure amounting to £104,245, and
that, on the other hand, it is proposed, with
the coneurrence of Parliament, to secure ad-
ditional revenue totalling £81,000 from bet-
ting tickets, sweep tickets, winning bets, the
totalisator tax, and the entertainments tax.
Therefore, if the Government’s propossals are
endorsed, and provided the estimates under
the various Bills are realised, there should
be an improvement under the headings men-
tioned of £185,245. In meeting their obli-
gations this year the Government are faced
with new expenditure under the following
heads:—

Deficit . .. £518,000
Tnterrst on deficit 31,000
Additional interest 200,000

Exchange on interest pavments
transferred to London 100,000
Total . £849,000

That total of £849,000 is to be covered by
some means or other. In meeting it the Gov-
ernment are looking to the economies in the
departments for a good deal of it, and
also hope that improved financial results
will be forthcoming from the Railways.
The enormous loss last year on the railways
has beggared the Treasury for the time be-
ing, and in the eonsideration of that loss
sight must not be lost of the fact that it has
arisen mainly from the great mileage of yet
unprofitable developmental lines and fo
almost 1,000 miles of now non-paying gold-
fields lines which were built when the State
was producing £8,500,000 worth of gold.

Briefiy, the loss on the railways has
brought us to our knees, and in order to re-
gain our feet the Treasurer has been re-
Inctantly compelled to suggest a reduetion
in Parliamentary allowances as a small con-
tribution in the adjustment of the finances.
Because of the serions times throngh which
the State is passing, the revenues to the
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Treasury from the trading activities of the
community are dwindling, and in that con-
nection the considerable reduction in loan
expenditure has accentuated hardships inasz-
much as the absence from cireulation of that
money has thrown out of employment a
great number of men whose earnings in the
ordinary course of events are the financial
cement of industry.

The Treasurer estimates that there will be
a decrease of £150,000 in inecome tax and
dividend duty eollections and the magnitude
of that total is an indieation of the bad fimes
suffered by the people. Most of the hig
firms have been hard hit and have had to
dismiss employees and reduce expenditure
considerably. The incomes of all classes of
workers have diminished, and farmers, in
common with all other workers, are losing
income almost every day. To meet the un-
precedented sitnation private and publie
economy to a previously unknown degree is
essential. “Economy is of itself a great
revenue.” Everyone is losing money and
making sacrifices in individual ways and it
is thought that members af Parliament
should experience some sacrifice along with
the rest of the people.

The harvest will certainly improve trade,
despite the price of wheat. The aggregate
amount received wiil, it is estinated, range
between £6,000,000 and £7,000,000, and that
amount cannot be circulated without invig-
orating trade.

It is hardly necessary to say that in
troublesome times it is only right that the
Parliamentary representatives of the people
should share with the people the diffieulties
of the community. If we acknowledze the
righteousness of that view and make our
contributions to the common lot, it ecannot
be urged against us that we were found
wanting in the crisis. Members of Parlia-
ment are not overpaid at £600 a year. There
are many unavoidable expenses in service
to constituents and we usnally aceept them
philosophically as all people must in the
games of life. However, in so doing it does
not lead us away from the need to contribute
our share in alleviating the common burden.

Ministerial salaries are not included in
the Bill but a similar reduction in respect
to those emoluments is being made under
the Salaries Tax Bill. The reduction in
allowances will be for 12 months and at the
rate of 10 per cent. The reduction repre-
sents a sum of £60 for 12 months, and it will
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stop automatically. A similar redunction has
been made in South Australia, Vietoria and
in the other States, and there is every indi-
cation that the Federal Parliament will de-
termine along the same lines, Therefore, if
the reduction is not brought about here we
shall be the only Parlisment in Austrslia
that has not imposed some reduction upom
its members.

The submission of the Bill is not a pleas-
ant duty because I am aware that very few
members possess means onfside of their sal-
aries. Many of our c¢ritics on fixed salaries
below £600 a year are mnch better off than
we are, but the cirenumstances warrant saeri-
fiees by those who represent the people and
for that reason I move—

That the Bill be now read a sezowil time.

HON. J, J. HOLMES (North) [5.3]: In-
stead of the adjournment of the debate bhe-
ing moved, the House should carry the Bill
to-day as far as the rules will permit. The
Bill is long overdue; it should have been
down here within a week of the meeting of
Parliament. This House, at all events, will
show to the public that its members are not
going to hold up either this Bill or any other
Bill that will be a step towards putting the
finances of the couniry on a proper basis.
if T had my way and could get the necessary
support, I would move an amendment that
the Bill, instead of taking effect on the 1st
October, should take effect as from the 1lst
July last.

Hon. E. H. Gray: It is all right for
wealthy men such as you to talk like that.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: If the hon. mem-
ber were carrying the responsibilities that
some of ums have, responcibilities such as
overdrafts, he would not interject in thab
way. I was trained in a school that tanght
us, that when we felt our worst we should
look our best. Particularly must that be so
in the presenee of the bank manager, and:
others too. I can inform the hon. member
that at the present time I am trying to look
my best. We are told that when the other
Bill comes along the question of Ministerial
salaries will be dealt with. I shounld like to
give my views as to what T think should be
done when that Bill is before ns. In the
days when the Forrest Government were in
power, and when as a colony the Govern-
ment eontrolled Customs, post and tele-
graphs, the Army and Navy, ete., there werd

[COUNCIL.]

five Ministers and they were considered suffi-
cient to control the affairs of the State.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Of eourse the State
has not progressed since then!

Hon. E. H. Harris: Do you know what
the revenue was at that time?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I do not know
what the revenue was then; I know that we
paid our way. I know too, that if the same
five men had remained in power, they would
not have landed us in the mess we are in
to-day.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Why talk nonsense?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I do not mind in-
terjections that have sense in them, but silly

*interjections will not get ns anywhere. I am

talking of the days before Federation when
we had five Ministers. We hear about what
Ministers lave to do to-day. If we dispose
of the State trading concerns, which must
be a source of worry to present day Min-
isters, seven days a week—that is, if they
are taking their jobs seriously, and I he-
lieve they are—then five Ministers should
be sufficient to control the affairs of the
State. Instead of five, we have eight, and
in making these remarks I wish it to be un-
derstood that I am not introducing the per-
sonal slement ai all, because the Chief See-
retary and the Attorney General are friends
of mine for whom I have the highest res-
peet. If inguiries are made, I believe it
will be found that the services of those two
Ministers could be done without. The
Crown Law Department could advise Min-
isters with regard to the legal side of vari-
ous questions and the heads of the other
departments controlled by the Chief Secre-
tary could do likewisc and so we should save
two DMinisterial salaries.  The Bil is to
have effect until the 31st September, 1931.
That part of it should come out beeause I
think the Bill should go on until such time
as we ar. able to balance the ledger. Tt
is not a feir thing for this salary question
to be brovght in—-

Hon. H. Seddon: Would you have pay-
wment: by resulis?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: —as it will be
brought in every year. There will be the
fight between those that are out and those
that are in, and the question of Parliament-
ary salaries will go before the public annu-
ally. We should pass the Bill for the re-
duction and let it go on until Parliament
sees the wisdom of bringing in another Bill.
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Hon. A. Lovekin: Reduce the salaries by
£200 2 year right out.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: A reduction has
to eome ahout; that is, the first reduction.
And it may be that before the expiration
of the 12 months, a greater reduction may
have to be made. So I think it skould be
a .permanent reduction until the ledger is
balanced und we can see our way clear to
restore the reduetion, and to what extent. I
infend to support the second reading.

HON. C. B. WILLIAMS (South) [5.8]:
i take it the people of the State are entitled
to be represented in this Parliament by
men of wealth or men who are without
wealth, and there is provision in all the
Parliaments of Australia that the people’s
voice shall be heard in Parliament through
the medium of educated and wealthy men
or men who may be only partly educated
and poor. Hon. members of this Chamber
say that they do not belong fo a party, but
speaking for myself, 1 say that I do, and
it is an mnwritten law of that party that
once o man becomes a member of Parlia-
ment, that is his job and he is not allowed
to occupy any outside position that may
help to carry him along. The result is that
we depend entirely on our Parliamentary
ealaries. Whilst I admit that the State is
in a bad way, we are going to save only
£5,000 by this reduetion. Tt looks, too,
as if the Bill were going to be carried. All
the same I enter my protest against it. T
claim that I am ‘just as entitled to be here
and to be paid for my services as any other
member of the Chamber who has other in-
terests outside and who may even have to
carry, as we have been informed, huge
overdrafts and which, by the way, I should
have no hope of raising. To those gentle-
men, the Parliamentary allowance would be
comparatively nothing. If the salary were
cut out altogether, I should probably have
to fend for myself and get a living else-
where. Ouly in to-day’s paper we find that
despite the faet that the Government are
hard pressed, it is intended to increase the
salary of onme of the Mines Department
officials from £900 to £960. And we are
asked to economise and to vole ourselves
a reduction to the extent of £60 per annum.
In two or three days time I have no doubt
the Appropriation Bill will be before us
and we shall be asked to sanction the in-
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crease in that salary to which I have just
referred.

Member: It is an antomatic inerease.

Hon. C, B, WILLIAMS: 1 know all
about the automatic increases. The Gov-
ernment can vote that increase but they
must reduce ours. The mining industry is
not a third of what it was a few years ago,
and still we find that at its worst time there
i being employed a buge staff, and that
one member of that staff iz to get the sub-
stantinl inerease to which T have refevred.
1t is sheer hyproerisy.

Hon. E. H. Harris: It would pay you
to look up the salary of the State Mining
Engineer.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: That is the
official to whom I am referring. Then look
at this: I have in my hand the report of
the Mines Department. This is where the
wmoney goes. Half the time of the officials
is occupied in preparing this huge volume,
and no one will ever look at it. More than
£5,000 could be saved if the compilation of
that were abolished.

Hon. A, Lovekin: It cost £380 to print.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: The Leader of
the House, when moving the second reading
of the Bill, reminded me by the ‘tone of
his voice of a lay preacher. As a matter
of faet, at one stage I thought that Lie was
going to cry. In view of the position that
necessitates a reduction of expenditure all
round, some attention should be given to the
Civil Service, which I have on previous
occasions stated, is overmanned to the ex-
tent of 20 per cent.

Members: Hear, hear!

Hon, C. B. WILLIAMS: We are cutiing
out road grants and such things, and stitl
at the Mines Department head office ex-
penses Temain as they were, and high sal-
aried officers are still in eharge. Then on
top of all this we find an increase being
given to one of the officials. I understand
that the Bill will be carried, but all the
same I intend to oppose’it. The provinee
that I represent covers, in point of size, one-
third of the State. It is away from the
main railway line, and it is impossible to
get to many parts of it unless by motor.
As a matter of fact, there are many parts
of it which I have Hot seen sinece I was
elected. T had hoped to go through it in
the next two or three years, but since
sixty quid is fto be cut off my salary,
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I shall have to economise somewhere.
After the interjection by Mr. Lovekin, I did
nrot send any syrppathetic glances towards
Mr. Holmes, although he would be a better
pal of mine than Mr. Lovekin would be if
he got his way. I would ask the House to
have some respect for those who represent
big constituencies. People who represent
districts in and around Perih, or pocket
boroughs like Boulder and Kalgoorlie, receive
the same salary as people who represent a
large area such as 1 do. Whereas the mem-
ber representing a constituency in Perth can
reach his district every day in the week, ab-
solutely free of charge, a man in my position
has to pay out £3 or £4 a week in order lo
reach Perth and return to his constituency.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Do you think it an
advantage for members to meet their con-
stituents every day?

Hon, A. Lovekin: I guarantee you get
more out of vours than I do out of mine.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: The hon. mem-
ber has other standbys. If he was as hard
held as I am, he would be just as much in-
clined to dodge around the corners when ae
saw people coming; whereas he is now in a
position to meet them, and te his credit he
does so. T realise the State is in a bad way.
I am not anti-Government in what I am
going to say, but I do hold that, before cur-
tailing the privileges and salaries of mem-
bers, the Government should egonomise in
the departments they control. They trans-
ter a policeman, say, from Perth, to relieve
another in the country for three or four
months, BEach may receive the same salary,
but the relieving policeman gets an allow-
ance which works ont at 6s. a day. Is that
economy? One man does the job for £1 a
day, but when he is relieved for a time the
man who relieves him gets 26s. a day. That
is not business administration. If one man
can do the job for £1 a day, the other who
in relieving him should receive no more.
There are men in high positions in the ser-
vice receiving as much pay as the Minisier
who controls them, and who have as many
perquisites as, if not more than, members
of Parliament, and they spend nothing
when they travel. They draw from the State
anything between €700 and £1,100 a year,
and enjoy more perquisites than a member
of Parliament receives. They should pay
for their tram rides, and their motor-car
rides, They are in a good enough position
to contribute something towards the revenue

[COUNCIL.)

of the country by paying for their own trav-
elling facilities when going from their homes
to their offices and back again. None of
these things is suggested.

Hon. J. XNicholson: Would vou move a
motion embodying that idea?

Hon. C. B, WILLIAMS: If necessary.
On the Address-in-reply I pointed out a case
showing that the Mines Department had
taken an inspector from Southern Cross to
Coolgardie, Carbine, and Kunanalling,
where there are three inspectors who conld
have done the job in a day, but who him-
self had to travel 140 miles and had all his
out-of-pocket expenses paid. This =ort of
thing makes one think it is almost a game
of hide and seek.

Hon, J. Nicholson: If you bring down
this motion it will help the tramways and
the railways.

Hon, C, B. WILLTAMS: The Minister
for Country Water Supplies said the posi-
tion of the State was so had that we had to
economise. He declared that if we reduced
our own salaries we should set a good ex-
ample to the people, and he wants us to cut
ourselves down by 10 per cent. for 12
months. My view is that there are other
economies which would bring in more than
the #£5,000 covered by this Bill, and which
would net hurt anyone.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: They will come in due
eourse. .

Hon. C. B, WILLIAMS: The hon. mem-
ber has been a Minister, and he knows they
will not come. They have to eome from those
who are advising Ministers,

Hon, E. H. Harriz: You should outline
for the benefit, of the Government what these
things are.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I am in receipt
of only £600 a wear. It is true I have a seat
almost next to the Minister, but I do not
intend to aet as Honorary Minister and ad-
vise the (lovernment any further. It is
absurd that the Mines Department should
be inereasing the salary of the State Min-
ing Engincer by £60 a year when there is
not 25 per cent. of the mining industry
going on now that existed five years age.
The d2partinent is also inereasing its staff,
Can any member who bas read the annual
report of the department see why the State
is paying £900 a year to the State Alining
Enginecr, to compile it?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Do you know what
it costs?
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Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I presume it
costs more than the Government intend to
save by reduting the salaries of members of
Parliament.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I do not think you
are far ont.

Hon. C. B WILLIAMS: It would amount
to more if we took the salaries of all the
vificials responsible for the compilation of
this rubbish.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: How many
people read it?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I do not know.

Hon J. Nicholson: Do you think it fair
to class it as rubbish?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: There may be
portions wlich are of interest to some peo-
ple.

Hon, J. Nicholson: I think it is a very
valuable compilation.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Very little of
it is valnable o me, and I am interested in
the mining industry. I ask anyone to read that
teport and say if an ordinary inspector eould
not have compiled the same thing by report-
ing on different shows in different districts. I
am opposed to any reduetion in wages. 1
believe in a man receiving value for his
work. I do not think members are being
overpaid for what they do. Tt appesars,
however, we have reached a state of alarm
in this country, and are going to reduce
wages all roand. The Leader of the House
states that all Parliaments have reduced their
members zalaries, but I would point out
that the Federal Parliament have not done
EO

The Minister for Country Water Sup-
plies: I did not say that all Parliaments
bad done xo.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I apologise to
the Minisler. I do not think after Satur-
day tihe Federal Parliament will reduce the
salaries of members. They realise that it
will have an effect upon the financial posi-
tion of the country to reduce salaries all
round. Despite the fact that Governmenis
may have reduced salaries in the various
departments and thereby saved £100,000 or
£200,000, that will be of little avail; what
they will Lave to do is to increase taxa-
tion. That must come

The Minister for Country Water Sup-
plies: On wages?
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#Hon. €. B, WILLIAMS: On everything.
Governmerts must be able to get in money
in order io be nble to provide work aand
balanee the ledger. It is no good getting in
a certrin sum and paying out that sum. In
this State there are bhetween 7,000 and
10,000 persons out of work. It is not a
question of saving a few pounds, but of
getting in gulficient money to find work for
the unemp.oyed. The Government must get
in money in order to pay it out, and re-
store prosperity to the State. A saving of
£5,000 will not make work for anyonme. It
will still be necessary to tax those people
who bave got overdrafts. They bave only
seeured overdrafts becanse they had suffi-
cient zecurity, which means wealth produe-
tion, to icduce the banks to give them such
overdrafts. No bank will lend money on
any husiness that does not pay interest on
overdrafts, ginking funds and the like.

Hon. A. Lovekin: In some cases pcople
have no vecurity for their overdrafts.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: The hon, mem-
ber is one of those who is in the happy posi-
tion of being able to lend a few pounds,
and he is entitled to be treated with great
1espect. That is what has to be done. The
sooner the Government realise that it is
cash we want in order to provide work, the
better will it be for all. We do not want to
be worrying about erimping a man to the
extent of 10s, a week. That will lead to less
money heing put into circulation and to less
being spent in the different avenues where
people look for employment.

Hon. 8ir Edward Wittenoom: Are you
speaking to the motion for the second read-
ing of this Bill?

Hon. C. B, WILLIAMS: I do uot intend
to go on any further. I know it is a lost
cause. Although Mr. Holmes said that the
Government should do this, he will live to
see the day during this session when heg
will vote against a Rill that the Govern-
ment will be obliged to bring down to tax
his own overdraft more than they do now.

HON. A. LOVEKIN (Mletropolitan)
[5.27): T agree with Mr. Holmes that this
Bill embodies an important prineiple, but I
think it would be a good thing for the House
to show that we are not really offering any
opposition to it, in the eircumstances, by
passing it quickly. Mr. Williams has dore
his best' to make the Bill more palatable
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than it would otherwise he by the humorous
speech he has delivered.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: He is trying to make
us happy in adverse circumstaneces.

Hon. A. LOVEKIY: He is trying fo
make us happy before we take the dose. I
have much sympathy for him. There is a
great deal in what he says, This is not the
time to raise the salary of any officer from
£900 to £960, no matter whether it is an
automatic inerease or not. All auntomatid
increases should cease just now. Nor do I
think it is right for the Mines Department
to spend the best part of 12 months in pre!
paring its annual report, which must have
cost many hundreds of pounds. It cost £385
alone to print the 720 copies, some of which
have been distributed amongst members and
most of which will he of little concern to
{he rest of the community,

Hon. E. H. Harris: It is very valuableg
for record purposes. '

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Is it right that,
whilst on the one hand we are trying to re-
duce expenditure, a geological report cost-
ing £600 or £700 should be put up, when it
is of no interest to anyone except to the de-
partment, where it ought to remain until it
is wanted. One sees these ineonsistencies all
round. No wonder members like My
Williams eomplain. They have some justifi-
cation for doing so. We have before us the
Anatomy Bill. If that is put into opera-
tion, it must cost at least £1,000 a year for
the inspeetor who is provided for. It is im-
possible te put an office boy into sueh &
position.  We also have the Stipendiary
Magistrates Bill. These officials are to be
lifted this time by £100 or £200 a year. De-
spite this we are asked to reduee our own'
salaries. 'We should be consistent.  The
Government should shut down on all in-
creases of any kind to anyone. Let us do
our best to get together and secure economy
if we can. If we reduce on the merry-go-
round and add to the cost on the swing, we
will never square the ledger. That is what
we are doing at the moment. I interjected
a little while ago, when one hon. member
was speaking, that we might make one dose
of the medicine and ecut salaries down to
£200. Perhaps I was not quite serious when'
I proffered that suggestion. Although T am
opposed fo the payment of members alto-
gether, we have to recognise that not every-
one can eome to Parliament to represent the
people in his provinee without receiving somd

[COUNCIL.]

remuneration for his task, Since I have
been in Parliament, my experience has been'
that the £600 paid to private members does
not go very far in paying expenditure mem.
bers are called upon to face in all soris of
directions, to say nothing about the money
required to enable them to live. Those who
live in the outlving portions of the State
have to ineur expense in travelling and keep-
ing two homes together. In addition, they
have to face expenditore that others in more
favoured positions do not incur. If salaries
are to be paid to members of Parliament,
£600 a year is not too much. Although that
is so, if we are to get out of our financiall
difficulties, we must realise that if we havel
a loaf of bread to-day, we will have to be
content with half a loaf of bread to-morrow,
and until such times as we arrive at the posi-
tion of being able to earn {1 and spend 19s,,
instead of 21s. as heretofore. I have every
sympathy with hon. memhers who are op-
posing the Bill, but T suggest that they fol-
low the course pursued by Mr, Williams and
treat the matter philosophically. Let theml
realise that the pill has to be swallowed, and'
swallow it with as good grace as possible. '

Hon. C. B. Williams: I intend to come to
vou for an overdraft.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Let us agree to the
Bill and pat it through as soon as possibie. !
[}

HON. SIR EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) [5.33]: I rise to contribute to the
debate with some diffidence seeing that Mr!
Holmes has said I ought to be in gaol be-
cause T was connected with one of the Collié
eoal companies.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I said nothing of the
sort.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. J. J. Helmes: On a point of order,
I ask for a withdrawal. 1 said nothing of
the sort.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT : Order!
The hon. member will resume his seat. I
fail to see that any remarks Mr. Holmes
may have made yesterday have anything to
do with the Bill now under discussion.

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: If
I were in gael, I could not speak in the
House.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I asgk the
hon. memher not to proceed along those
lines.

Hon. J, J. Holmes:
statement.

I did not make that
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Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: I
have it in writing that I am a gaol bird.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order! 1
must ask the hon. member to confine his ve-
marks to the Bill.

Hon. A. Lovekin interjected.

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: I
understand My. Lovekin says that I ought
to he there.

Hon. A. Lovekin: No, I did not.

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: All
I desire to say is that I shall support the
Bill and at a later stage will move an amend-
ment setting ont that it shall not apply to
any member who lives more than 300 miles
from Perth. I intend to do that because
there are many members who live a long
way from Perth and, in order to undertake
their parliamentary duties, have to leave
their constituenecies, which may be at great
distances from the metropolis.  Take my
own position as against that in which such
members are placed. It is no disadvantage
to me whatever, seeing that I live where I
do. On the other hand, let hon. members
constder thc position of those who come
from Kalgoorlie, Albany, or from the far
North-West. We shonld extend some con-
sideration to them, particularly if they bap-
pen to have established businesses in their
home towns.

Hon. H. J. Yelland: Why confine your
amendment to 300 miles?

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENQOM:
There is nothing to step the hon. member
from amending my suggestion. 1 shall sim-
ply put that proposition forward- Those
members who have to leave their businesses,
find it necessary to employ others to look
after their interests. Some of them have
to travel for seven or eight days to reach
Perth, and a corresponding period on the
return journey. Is it fair to place such
hon. members on the same plane as myself?
Of course it is not. For that reason, I in-
tend to move the amendment I have indi-
ecated. I do not mind how hon. members
may amend it, so long as some consideration
is given to that phase.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Why not pass the Bill
but reduce the salaries paid to town mem-
bers a little more?

Hon.. Sir EDWARD "WITTENOOM.:
I would be agreeable to that, and T will
follow the hon. member. We have given
the franchise to every adult person in the
State. Having done that, we must have

someone to represent those electors in the
various parts of the State. Many of those
young adult electors would not accept Mr.
Lovekin as their member, nor would they
aceept Sir Edward Wittenoom, They want
members who have some ideas of their own.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Do vou infer that
Mr. Lovekin has no ideas of his own?

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
The hon. member is always saying some-
thing much more clever than I myself can
say. I said that those young people would
not like Mr. Lovekin—or Mr. Holmes, T
could add—to represent them. I know very
well that hon. members appreciate what I
meant. I do not know whether we were wise
or foolish in extending the franchise to
these young people of 21 years of age and
over, To my mind, I think we were foolish,
but having adopted that course, those young
people will want someone who represents
their own views. They would not be con-
tent with men like myself, or Mr. Lovekin,
to represent them. The result is that we
must provide some remuneration for their
representatives and the question arises as
to what we can afford to pay them. I am
agreeable to the 10 per cent. reduection, but
we ought to make some reservation in con-
nection with those members who live thous-
ands of miles way, and who have to shoul-
der additional expense in order that they
may attend to their parliamentary duties
here.

HON. SIR WILLIAM LATHLAIN
{ Metropolitan-Suburban) [5.40]: I support
the second reading of the Bill and hope it
will be passed quickly and withoat being
amended. Sir Edward Wittenoom has inti-
mated his intention to move an amendment
because certain members of Parliament have
to engage someone else to look after their
businesses. Although I am a town mem-
ber, I have to engage someone fo look safter
my husiness in order that i may devote my
time te my parliamentary duties.  Thus,
town members suffer disadvantages equally
with the country members. During the de-
bates in the Legislative Assembly as well
as in this House, and in the course of dis-
enssions in the Federal Parliament with re-
gard to contemplated reductions in the
salaries of members of Parliament and of
civil servants, eapital has been made of the
penalty to be imposed upon certain sections
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of the people only. Speaking with some
considerable knowledge of the subjeet, I
can inform hon. members that the commer-
cial world to-day is bearing a heavier bur-
den than that shouldered by members of
eivil services, governments, or Parliaments,
in any part of Australia. T happen to be
the proprietor of a larze business and I
do not mind telling the House that during
the half vear that has just elosed, I finished
up with a severe loss of capiinl. When I
faced the position and took out my ex-
penses for the present season, 1T found, not-
withstanding the reduetions 1 had made, and
all T had done to effect economies in every
possible way, the fact still remained that
my werking expenses proved 4 per cent.
higher than they were in that part of the
year in whieh I lost money.

Hon. Sir Charles Nathan: Becanse your
turnover had shrunk to suech an extent.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: Yes.
Although T do not desire that information
to be broadeast, I mention that in order to
show members that the position in the com-
mercial world is serious, and we must real-
ise our duty to the country.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You will go broke
if you make further reductions of wages.
That is what is breaking vou.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: One
of the greatest difficulties we have in re-
gard to the Arbitration Court is that while
some people are suffering severe losses, others
escape scot free. I could point ont how
widelv that operates, but the point
I want te get at is that the Federal Gov-
ernment shonld be the first to set the ex-
ample not only to the other State Govern-
ments but to the people generally as to what
is neressary to meet the present abnormal
circumstaries. It may not be a palatable
remedy. but it is essential. The. Federal
Governmeni should have been the first to
fix its contribution so as to set an example
to the States to show them what can be
done. Ii is all very well to wait until the
New South Wales elections have been con-
tested to fud out what they will do. For-
tunately, we in Western Awustralia, and the
business people generally, eannot wait until
elections are fought; we have to face the
position as it is. T am certain members of
the Legislative Council will face the posi-
fion c¢heerfully and accord the Government
the support that is necessary. Mr. Wil-

[COUNCIL.)

liams made a statement pointing out how
economies could be effected. We realise
that the Government are doing everything
possible tz effect economies in Guvernment
depariments. While the Government wmay
he commiited to the payment of certain in-
creases in salaries, I agree that the present
is not a.a opportune time for that to be
done. I am convinced, however, that the
Goverameut are doing the best they can in
the ecitcurastances, because theirs is the re-
sponsthility. I hope the Bill will be passed
in us short a time as possible.

HON, J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[5.457: [ will support the second reading
for the rzoson that it 1s highly desirable
and in the best interests of the community
that we spould assist the Government in
their effort to effect those economies which
wiil help them to tide over the diffienlt posi-
tion in which they find themselves. It has
been suggested that those economies will
have the inevitable effeet of reducing the
spending powers of the community and se
probably will create more difticulty. With
that view I cannot agree, hecaunse if one
finds it neeessary to economise by effecting
savings ix one direction, tbere is only one
method whereby those savings can be ef-
fected, and that is by giving an indieation,
as the Government are seeking to do, of
the intention to reduce the emoluments re-
ceived by members of Parliament. There
is no other way then, if the Government ara
to be assisted as far as possible in the ef-
forts they are making, and the suggestion
put forward by Sir Edward Wittenoom to
move an arendment would, 1 think, scarcely
be wise in the cxisting conditions. The
Government have budgeted on a certain re-
duction, relying partly on that to assist them
in squaring the ledger, and if we were to make
alterations in the manner indicated, the ad-
Justments that would be required to be made
would be diffienlt to arrange, and probably
even more difficult to get the members of
another place to agree to. It would raise
diseussion on the inequality of the remunm-
eration to be paid to one member or an-
other, placing as it wore a preminm on the
more Gistant eentres as against those within
the metropolis. I share the view that the
expenses which members representing dis-
triets outside the metropolitan nrea have to
suffer are much greater than those which
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fall upon a memher resideni in the metro-
politan area, and T as a metropolitan mem-
ber would be quiite prepared to contribute
my share of the burden in that respect. But I
do not think it would be wise to amend this
Bill and sc. defeat the Government, as sach
a course undoubtedly would, in the effori they
ave makinrg to achieve fhe indicated result.
If any proposal is going to be made regard-
ing a re-adjustment of the allowances to be
paid to members, it shonld be done by a
separate measure, and no atiempt should be
made to effect it by an amendment in this
Bill. T hope, therefore, members will ae-
cord this measure their support. I cer-
tainly will give it my fullest support, and
I will also be prepared to seriously consider
any other measures brought forward,
snch as indicated by Mr. Williams, in re-
gard to the question of those perquisites
of office held by members of Parliament. If
the hon. member desires to bring in any
motion which would have the effect of limit-
ing those perquisites, I will certainly give
it my consideration; because it is the duty
of every man to do what he can in a time
of difficulty such as we are passing through
so as to effect savings and economies,

HON. H. SEDDON ({North-Hast) [5.48]-
I have but very few words to say on the
Bill, but I wish to speak because I, like Mr.
Williams, am one of those who eculd not he
here without the Parliamentary allowance.

At the same time, U fully realise
that we are facing a national crisis. The
Government have brought down this,

amongst other measures, as a means of bal-
ancing the State ledger, and the whole credit
of the State depends on the balaneing of
that ledger. Every step in that direction
should be taken because, after all, if we
are not going to halance the ledger we are
going to be one of the first British communi-
ties to fail to meet our obligations. In re-
gard to this legislation, I can only say it
should have been brought down six months
ago. There can be no doubt we were facing
a crisis then and could realise what was
ahead of ns. Had the Government taken
this step then, they would have heen inter-
preting rightly the voice of the people, and
the ideas of the people and would, further-
more, have set that example to the public
which we as members of Parliament should
set by offering ourselves as a sacrifice to the
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State’s good. After all, the individual is
part of the State, and so is responsible for
its good name, and the integrity of the State
must come first. From that standpeint, this
legislation is justified. We have to recognise
that our national income has been reduced,
and we must realise that the way in which
the national income is distributed is by means
of salaries and wages. So if the income
is reduced, it follows that every individual
part of the distribution of the national in-
come must hear its fair share. There is no
doubt that out in the commercial world many
men alveady have had to take a reduetion
in their salaries. Many of the big houses
have found it necessary to call upon their
staffs to accept reductions, and the staffs
have done s0 because they realised that it
was Inevitable. At the same time there is
a great deal in what Mr. Williams said about
the reduction in the purchasing power in
consequence of cutting wages, but I think
the hon. member puts an undue value on
that effeet of the reduction. What really
happens is that there is a change in the direc-
tion of the spending. When a man is faced
with a reduetion of salary he reconsiders the
items of his expenditure and cuts out those
which are least necessary. There is anothac
effect which arises as the result of a redue-
tion in wages and salaries generally, which
is that the money is saved to provide futuve
employment. That is an aspeet of the ques-
tion which has mot vet been thovoughly gone
into. We have fo realise that throngh the
employment of capital the neecessities of life
to-day have been saved for ws. We are livi
ing on last year’s wheat. That wheat had
to be grown and had to be barvested and
kept and milled until it was available for
use. It is this aspect of the use of capital
in the carrying out of those services which
is not fully stressed, and it is the want of
capital which has to do with the slowing
down of production and the consequent
privation of the general community. S¢
from that point of view compulsory saving
by way of reduction in salary has something
to commend it. I agree with Mr. Williyms
also that it will be necessary to incresge
taxation in one way or amother if we are
going to do our duty by those men who, gz
out of employment. After all, we have a
very serious responsibility there. We haye
to recognise thai many of those men, who
have been employed directly or indirgptly
by the spending of loan money have ‘been

N
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thrown out of work because loan money is
no longer available. The only thing we can
do is to ask those in more fortunate eircum-
stances, those in receipt of regular salaries,
to make a contribution to help their unfor-
tunate fellows who are out of a job. I am
prepared to support to the best of my ahility
any steps taken by the Government to meat
that obligation to the men ont of work. I[f
we ecan find money to provide those men
with work—not at Blackhoy, for that [ ve-
gard as heing only a temporary expedient—-
but in developing the resources of the eoun-
try, we should be prepared to make up the
Ioss of loan money as far as we can out of
our individual ineomes, From that stand-
point I am prepared to support all Govern-
ment legislation in that direetion. [ will
support the Bill before us becanse, as 1 sav,
we should have set an example some time
ago, and shown that we were prepared to
make our sacrifice on behalf of the good
name of the State.

HON. F. W. ALLSOP (North-East)
[555]: T will support the second read-
ing, for we must all make sacrifices during
this erisis. I agree with a lot Mr. Williams
has said, parlicularly in regard to country
members. I can assure metropolitan mem-
sers, that country members, if they had
city seats, would be £200 better off.
The eity member ean remain in his office
until 4 o'clock in the afternoon, whereas
country members are here all the week,
and practically the whole of their week-
end is spent in getting up to their con-
stituencies and back again to the eity. If
we have our wives in Kalgoorlie or in other
vutlying provineces, we have to maintain
#wp homes, one in Perth and one in Kal-
goorlie, and in many other ways we have
4t make sacrifices. I will not support Sir
Bdward Wittenoom’s projected amend-
Yent. I am prepared to do my best, as
Mr. Seddon said he would do, to pay a
eontribution from my earnings towards the
dssistance of the unemployed. We cannot
allow men and women to go hungry, and
those fortunate enough to have a little
mére money than others should not only
bear this reduetion, but do their best to
help thosd less snccessful than they &re
themselves. When I stood for Kalgeorlie,
1 stood with my eyes open. I knew some-
thing of the expense it would cost me. Many
suecessful business men in Kalgoorlie and
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other districts far removed from Perth
make a eonsiderable finaneial saerifice when
they stand for Parliament. For five years
I was continuously mayor of Kalgoorlie,
and during that period I was several times
approached with the request that I should
stand for Parliament. But I was then pay-
ing out £700 per annum to keep my boys at
the University and my daunghter at college,
and rather than let themy down I made the
sacrifice of battling along a2t Kalgoorlie
that 1 might give my youngsters the best
education. Many of our suceessful busi-
ness men caonot afford to make the saeri-
fice involved in standing as members of
Parliament. I do not think the pay we
are getting is at all too great, but while
we are passing through this finaneial erisis
I will gladly sacrifice the £60, and indeed
any other amount in proportion to my in-
come which may be necessary to help those
requiring assistance.

HON. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metro-
politan-Suburban) {5.58]: I will support
the second reading because I desire that
the Government shall be given every op-
portunity to square their ledger. But we
hear so mueh about sacifice that I am just
wondering what sacrifice 'members are
making by foregoing £60 per annum, when
we consider that the produecing community
of the conntry have already made saeri-
fices which will more than compensate
members for the loss of 10 per cent.
of  their salary. I  have toured
around the country a good deal dwr-
ing the past .few weeks and have
had it borne in upon me what the generai
community are already suffering, and how
slow we have been to respond to the spirit
of sacrifice. We should show the people
that we are in sympathy with them and
prepared to earry our burden, if burden it
can be called. Last week the farmers of
Pingelly were told by people seeking to
purchase produce that they conld not pay
more than 1V%d. or 2d. per lb. for lamb’s
wool and 7d. per lb. for fleece.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittenoom: What has
that to do with members’ salaries?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: If the hon.
member has patience, he will hear all that
T have in mind. Wool growers have had
to make a saerifice. We know what wool
was worth a little time ago. The wheat
grower has had to make a sasrifine He
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will have to submit to a reduction equiva-
lent 0 what we are asked to surrender.
Eggs that brought 1s, 6d. a dozen at this
time last year are now bringing only 5%ad.
to 6d. per dozen wholesale. At the Har-
vey show yesterday, I was told by some
potato growers that they had wonderful
erops, some as heavy at ten tons to the aere,
but that it would probably be cheaper to
let the poiatoes remain in the ground than
to dig them out. At the Midland Junetion
sales yesterday, good wethers in the wool
were 1ls. 3d. apiece. Surely to goodness,
in agreeing to a reduetion of 10 per cent.,
we are only falling into line with the pri-
mary producers!

Hon. G. W. Miles:
doing that.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: At any
rate, it is an acknowledgment that the cost
of living has been reduced equal to the
percentage we are asked to forego. I was
in the House when Parliamentary allow-
anees were increased by £200 a year. The
reason given for increasing them was the
high cost of living. By the same token we
should now reduce our allowances. I ad-
mit that members like Mr. Williams, who
have to live on their Parliamentary allow-
ances and who have to yield up portion to
meet the demands of constituents who in-
dulge in leg-pulling, are at a disadvantage.

Hon. Sir BEdward Wittenoom: Leg-pull-
ing by whom, their lady constituents?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: As we
granted ourselves increased allowances on
the score of the higher cost of living, we
should submit to a reduction now that the
cost of living is declining. I support the
second reading.

On motion by Hon. W. H. Kitson, debate
adjourned.

We are not even

House adjourned at 6.3 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MINING, PROSPECTORS’
SUSTENANCE.

Hon. M. F. TROY asked the Minister
for Mines: 1, ¥s he aware that a large num-
ber of prospectors have applied to the Mines
Departinent for sustenance to earry on pros-
peeting operations, and that the Central
Mining Board are unable to deal with the
applieations owing to lack of funds? 2,
When will the necessary funds be provided?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
1, Yes. 2, I hope to make a definite an-
nouncement in a few days.

QUESTION—STATE TERRY SERVICE.

Mr. WELLS asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Have the Government imported
the engines for use in a new South Pertht
ferry boat, and what was their landed cost?
2, Have tenders been called for the con-
struction of a new ferry boat? 3, If net,
when do the Government intend 1o call ten-
ders for its eonstruetion? 4, What amount
has becn paid by the Government during
the last 12 months for the hire of boais
in the maintenance of the Mends Street-
Barrack Street serviee?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. Approximate cost £4,800, 2,
No. 3, Owing to heavy eost of construetion
it is not proposed to call tenders for the
time being. 4, £267 15s. for the year ended
30th June, 1930,



